COLLECTANEA AND  CONJECTURES.
them) "does Horace's Wife ever wash her Lumen?"
'No, no' says Earle, 'but she takes in other People's.3
Sr R "W gave his brother Horace a little Horse for
his Son to ride' upon, but the boy not being big
enough, or not caring to ride, the horse continued in
Richmond Park a year or two, & when the present
Ld Orford was grown up, of an age fit for it, Sir E*
let him ride it. as soon as Mra Walpole heard of it,
she sent directly to demand the price of the Horse1.
1 Here is the story as Hor. Walpole told it to Sir Horace
Mann, [the date is noticeable, Oct. 8, 1742, when Walpole and
Gray were estranged]: * We expect some company next week
from Newmarket: here is at present only Mrs Keene and Pig-
wig gin—you never saw so agreeable a creature,—oh yes! you
have seen his parents! I must tell you a new story of them:
Sir Bobert had given them a little horse for Pigwiggin, and
somebody had given them another; both which, to save the
charge of keeping, they sent to grass in Newpark [Richmond],
After three years that they had not used them, my Lord
Walpole let his own son ride them, while he was at the Park,
in the holidays. Do you know that the woman Horace sent
to Sir Bobert and made him give her five guineas for the two
horses, because G-eorge had ridden them? I give you my
word this is fact.7
' Pigwiggin', says Walpole, is the * eldest son of old Horace
Walpole.' 'He was afterwards the second Lord Walpole of
Woolterton, and in 1806, at the age of eighty-three, created
Earl of Orford. He died in 1809.' (Wright.)
The miserable and malicious gossip of Walpole is only
worth quoting, as showing how religiously Gray echoed him in
social scandal. This is certainly the weak side of the poet's
character.

